
MINUTES OF BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 01/16
Held on Monday 11th January 2016 in the Main Hall, Bottisham Royal British Legion commencing7.30pm

PRESENT:

Cllr Bryant – Chair.  Cllr’s Brown, Buchanan, Hall, Jerman, Jolley, Latif, Maczkiewicz, O’Dell and Ogborn. C/Cllr Shuter and D/Cllr Chaplin also attended for part of the meeting.
1.
APOLOGIES:
Received from Cllr Dickson.

2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:
The minutes of 7th December 2015 were agreed and signed.  It has now been confirmed that D/Cllr Campbell has resigned and a by-election will be taking place.  We have written to D/Cllr Campbell to thank him for his hard work over the past 6 months. Cllr Bryant welcomed D/Cllr Chaplin to his first Bottisham Parish Council meeting.
3.
MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
None declared.

4.
MATTERS ARISING:

a)  Litter bins/dog bins

The Clerk has still had no reply from Darren Hughes at East Cambs regarding dog bins.  C/Cllr Shuter has also had no success in getting hold of him.  D/Cllr Chaplin confirmed that he is still working at ECDC and we will continue to try and get hold of him.

ACTION: CLERK WILL RING ECDC

b)  Bus shelter
The new bus shelter has been installed in the High Street. The Clerk has written to the County Council to ask if the grant money could be used to update the shelter on the A1303 also.  C/Cllr Shuter thinks that we can because it is just off the High Street and is on the same bus route. He did not think this would be the case for the other side of the road on the A1303 though, especially as this was not a designated stop.  C/Cllr Shuter asked to be copied into any reply.

ACTION:  UPDATE C/CLLR SHUTER

c)  Vehicle Activated Signs
These have now been installed and Cllr Bryant thanked Cllr Jolley for his hard work with this matter.

d)  Annual Meeting
This was confirmed as the 26th May.  Cllr Bryant asked if the District Council and County Council could be represented.
e) Parking Cones

We had been discussing purchasing these and had asked the PCSO for approval. In the meantime the shopkeeper has obtained his own cones which seem to be working to good effect.  We have not heard back from the PCSO yet and the Clerk will chase again asking her to check this is okay with the Police. Cllr Buchanan had been asked by some residents about parking for disabled drivers, who of course are allowed to park on double yellow lines.  Cllr Jolley confirmed that they were still able to park beside the cones as long as they were parked 25 yards away from the junction.

ACTION: CLERK TO CHASE PCSO

5.
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

County

C/Cllr Shuter commented on the Minor Highways bid that Cllr Bryant had presented to the Committee. C/Cllr Shuter is on the Committee but was not allowed to vote as this was in his area.  We won’t hear if we were successful until March but apparently it was well received.  It was asked that people report any potholes to the County Council using their website as this was found to be the quickest and most efficient way of dealing with it. However, the potholes have to be 2 inches deep and deteriorating in order for them to be repaired.  Cllr Buchanan reminded other cllr’s that they should report these to Cllr O’Dell as part of their areas of responsibility.  Budgetary decisions are still being made, there are some difficult decisions to be made as the County is likely to be £5 million worse off than thought through central government funding. The new Chief Executive has been very thorough in looking at back office costs and looking into more shared services.  They do think they will come in under budget by approximately £3 million at the end of the financial year which will hopefully help to offset the £5 million shortfall in funding.

Cllr O’Dell had been asked by a resident in Beechwood Avenue about a tree which is owned by the County outside of their property whose branches are becoming entangled with telephone wires.  Cllr Buchanan said this has come up once before and she felt that BT had dealt with it.  Cllr Ogborn and C/Cllr Shuter confirmed that really no contractor other than BT should deal with this as they are electrical cables.
ACTION: CLLR O’DELL WILL ASK RESIDENTS TO CONTACT BT

Cllr O’Dell also informed C/Cllr Shuter that there was a large pothole in Jenyns Close.  C/Cllr Shuter thought this area of pavement was scheduled to be re-done but will look into it but urged Cllr O’Dell to report using the above mentioned website. 

District

Cllr Bryant once again welcomed D/Cllr Chaplin to the meeting and all cllr’s introduced themselves.  He confirmed that there will be a by-election on the 4th February for a new District Councillor to replace Vince Campbell who had resigned.

The new Local Plan process will soon be circulated as a consultation is due. The boundary review is nearly complete.  The District Council will be dropping from 39 councillors to 27.  They expect the Bottisham Ward to be expanded to include both Swaffhams and Reach.  D/Cllr Chaplin and C/Cllr Shuter who is also a district cllr outside of Bottisham have made representation that South of the Ward should be given to Dullingham as it made sense for the cut off point to be at Six Mile Bottom but are not sure that this will happen.  

D/Cllr Chaplin noted that we had put in an application to become a Neighbourhood Area which is the first step towards a Neighbourhood Plan. He urged Cllr’s to be clear on what the objective of this would be as it is an arduous and expensive process.  CLT’s were also discussed as this can be a good mechanism for building new homes or for the acquisition of land.
D/Cllr Chaplin said that it would be difficult for both him and C/Cllr Shuter to attend our Annual Meeting as they had a full Council meeting at Ely that day which was noted.  Cllr Bryant said a written report would suffice.

C/Cllr Shuter then left the meeting.

6.
CHAIRMANS REPORT:
a)  Lode Litter Pick
Lode Parish Council will be having their annual litter pick which is when they ask us to do Lode Road. They haven’t given a specific date but Cllr Bryant did think we could incorporate this into the national ‘Clean for the Queen’ weekend.  The Clerk will inform them of this.
ACTION: CLERK TO REPLY TO LODE PARISH COUNCIL

b)  Electrical Recycling
The collection will be this week although as reported before Christmas no revenue will be going to the Parish Council.

c)  Local Plan
Cllr Bryant reported that ECDC are having a Parish Conference exclusively for Parish Cllr’s to discuss the local plan.  This will be on the 18th February at 2pm and 6pm.  The Clerk asked that cllr’s let her know who wished to attend.

ACTION: CLERK TO NOTIFY ECDC OF ATTENDEES

d)  Minor Highways
Cllr Bryant had given a presentation to the Committee on our application for lay-bys at the ‘Triangle’ area. The Committee pointed out that our precept was very low although she did inform them we were raising this by £10K for the next financial year. They also asked if we had asked local businesses to help with the cost as they were causing the extra traffic.  Cllr Jolley pointed out that this was not necessarily true as it was extra housing in the village that was causing the problem.  
7.
PLANNING:

Cllr Buchanan reported that there was still no news on a start date for the Crystal Structures development as Anglian Water were still investigating. She reminded people that this application was approved a year ago.  Cllr Jolley enquired about the condition of consent regarding the speed humps outside of the development which should stay in place during the building work.

8.
ENVIRONMENT, CHURCHYARD AND CEMETERY COMMITTEE:
Cllr O’Dell reported that our next meeting is 19th January.  The hedges have now been cut back in and around the cemetery and lights have been installed in Downing Close.  Cllr Bryant asked that the Committee discuss our contract with CGM as we have not been particularly happy with the service provided.  East Cambs have now set up their own grasscutting business and Cllr Buchanan said it may be worth finding out about that. The Clerk did point out that it was getting a little late to think about changing grasscutting now as the season would begin again at the start of March and this was something the Environment Committee had in mind for the following season.
9.
FINANCE:
a)  to approve payment of outstanding accounts

Mrs C Fullwood – Salary and allowance


601.62


Mrs C Fullwood – Expenses



  51.90


L Crown – Litter picking (5 weeks)



  65.62


J Fullwood – Litter picking (5 weeks)


  65.62


Cambridgeshire ACRE – membership renewal

  54.00



Anglian Water – Church




  10.14


Royal British Legion – room hire



  80.00


Bottisham PCC- Church floodlighting


254.09


Swarco – VAS




          4317.23



LCPAS – Training





110.00


CGM –pathwork





300.11

b)  Finance Meeting
The next finance meeting will be 10th March, 7.30pm.

10.
NEW CEMETERY WORKING PARTY UPDATE:

Cllr Ogborn reported that Peter Mitchell, our Cemetery Consultant had put in the pre-planning application before Christmas.  We had a letter on the 23rd December from ECDC confirming receipt of this and saying in principle they were supportive of the application depending on the results of various tests.  Peter Mitchell has tried to contact them as we had requested a face to face meeting .Cllr Ogborn had written to the Vicar and Mike Young, Churchwarden and said he would set up a meeting once he had more information.
11.
COMMUNITY WORKING PARTY UPDATE:

Cllr Latif was progressing with the new website.  She had advertised for content in the Cresset and had one positive response. Cllr email addresses were currently being worked on and the site should be up and running soon.

Cllr Brown had been working on ‘Clean for the Queen’ and had been liaising with the Primary School and the Cresset. The School will have a competition and the winning design will be featured on the cover of the Cresset. The national campaign weekend is 4-6 March.  People will be encouraged to litter pick close to their home or further afield.Cllr Brown has also contacted the WI who seemed keen to get involved and will be having a meeting this week.  It was agreed that Parish Council would provide a £15 book voucher for the winning design.  Cllr Bryant said she was happy to get involved with the judging along with Cllr Jerman.
ACTION: CLLR BROWN WILL CONTACT MR BELZAR WITH DETAILS

12.
ANCIENT MEADOWS OPEN SPACE:
Cllr Buchanan had sent round a report. She will report back at Februarys meeting after their next meeting with Bill Hunt from ECDC.

13.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:

The application has been made to become a Neighbourhood Area and the consultation begins today.  This has been advertised on the noticeboard and website and papers are available in the library.  Cllr Jolley had spoken with someone from Sutton PC who advised looking into what we wanted to achieve from having a Neighbourhood Plan.  After Bottisham has been designated a Neighbourhood Area we can then look at forming a Working Party and getting others in the village involved. Cllr’s Buchanan, Brown and Maczkiewicz all offered their support with this project.  Cllr Bryant mentioned that NALC had a toolkit for neighbourhood plans and this may be worth looking into.
14.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
As listed.  Also received:-

a)  ECDC – Parish Conference re.Local Plan

15.
CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT:
As listed.

16.
CORRESPONDENCE WITH RESIDENTS:
a)  Old photo’s for website

17.
MATTERS OUTSTANDING:

Cllr Ogborn will report back regarding the church floodlighting after his meeting on 21st January.

Cllr Jolley suggested having a village Christmas tree this year.  This was agreed to be a good idea and Cllr Bryant asked that the Community Working Party look into this.

ACTION: CLLR LATIF TO DISCUSS AT WORKING PARTY MEETING

18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting is 1st February 2016.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.


